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2023 TERM DATES

Term 1 
30th January to 14th April

Term 2
1st May to 7th July

Term 3 
24th July to 29th September

Term 4 
16th October to 15th
December

IMPORTANT DATES

Week 4 
Friday 10th November Pupil
Free Day School only

Week 6 
Monday 20th November
Governing Council 9.30am
Thursday 23rd November
School Concert 4.30pm

Week 7
Wednesday 29th & Thursday
30th November Year 6
Transitions to Penola High
Thursday 30th Year 6 Movie &
Dinner

Week 8
Mon-Fri 4th-8th December
Swimming whole school 12-
1.30pm

Week 9
Friday 15th December Early
Dismissal 2:15PM

As Term 4 begins and very quickly comes to a close there are a
number of very exciting happenings which are either a work in
progress and / or about to happen.

Teaching staff are finalising key assessment pieces for reports as
well as working with myself to finalise the schools 2024 Strategic
School Improvement Plan. Graduations, celebrations, and key
acknowledgements are all to come. 

This year we farewell Mr. Steven Lengyel who has been a great
asset to our school and our wonderful pre-schoolteacher for 2023.
We are very excited to welcome Mrs. Kerri Scherer who will take
over from Mr. L. We will welcome back Nikki Neale coming off
maternity leave for the start of Term 3. All other existing staffing
remains un-changed.

This year our governing council have been doing some very special
work behind the scenes on a number of strategic pieces of work.
This work has been time consuming and has taken a long time to
pull together. We ask parents to stay glued to their Seesaw
accounts and to check children’s bags for special notes over the
next few weeks. There is some very exciting and very BIG news
coming.

Stuart Miller
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UPPER PRIMARY
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 VOCABULARY

Learning Context:

During our Reading and Vocabulary lessons this we have learnt about the word meanings of;
camouflage, satellite, migrate, climate, graceful, eruption, creatures, organisms and
worldwide.We have learnt these words through non-fiction texts relating to the theme, Animals of
the Ocean. Students were exposed to a text-to-text connection through watching a documentary
called ‘Giants of the Deep Blue’ by The National Geographic. The students have learnt facts and
shared their knowledge with each other.

Learning Intention:
We are learning to increase our vocabulary and our reading stamina.

Success Criteria:
I can identify text vocabulary.
I can read a nonfiction article with my peers.
I can write two things I learned from the text in my book of knowledge.I can share what I have
learned with my peers.
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 WHOLE SCHOOL - NUMERACY

Learning Context:

In our Whole School Maths time. The Upper Primary students modelled a game called ‘Cover
Up’. Two players play a game where they can use simple addition and subtraction to try to
win. The Junior Primary students really enjoyed this game and there were some competitive
mathematicians.

Learning Intention:

Students are learning to use simple addition and subtraction strategies like counting on and
counting back in a game called ‘Cover Up.’

Success Criteria:
I can add and subtract numbers.
I can communicate with my peer effectively in a maths game.
I can use addition and subtraction strategies provided (number lines, counting on and
counting back).
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 WHOLE SCHOOL - HEALTH

Learning Context: 

In Health, I have been teaching the students from Foundation to Year 6 about the Emotions
Barometer. We discussed the importance of recognising and naming our feelings and using
strategiesto help us change our thinking which in turn changes our feelings.

Learning Intention:

Students are learning to match emotions to feeling words and brainstorm strategies to help
them when they are feelingdifferent emotions.

Success Criteria:

I can name and recognise different feelings.
I can match feelingsand expressions to emoji faces.
I can brainstorm and discussstrategies that work for me alongthe feeling’s barometerscale.
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HASS
Learning Intention:

To investigate places we live in and belong to.
To understand that places vary and people have different views about the use of places.
To observe and describe the features of their own place and investigate the meaning of
belonging to a place.

Success Criteria:

I can identify places I belong to.
I can understand that places vary and make comparisons to people that live in different
countries.

Task:
Students were required to recall places people live in other than houses.  Students compared
their homes to homes in different countries. We observed and compared different traditions
throughout the world.



JUNIOR PRIMARY

 Respect & Perseverance 
 Respect & Perseverance 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES

 Learning Intention:

To introduce students to pixels and how they form digitalimages on a computer. To follow a
pseudocode to create a digital pixel image.

Success Criteria:

I can follow a pseudocode to design a house on “Pixelart.” 
I can create my own digital pixel image.

Task:

The students have been introduced to the computer program “Pixelart.”  After following a
simple systematic pseudocode, the students were set the task of creating their own digital
images.
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NUMERACY

Foundation

Learning Intention:

To count in sequence and order numbers to twenty.

Success Criteria:

I can sequence and orders numbers up to twenty.

Year 1 and 2

Learning Intention:
 
To count and order small collections of Australian coins and notes according to their value.

Success Criteria:

I am able to count and order small collections of Australian coins and notes.
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Learning Context:

Preschool students have been going on scavenger hunts outside for words we have been
practicing from our Vocabulary Wall. Some words are everyday words and other groups of
words are from our PreLit learning books. These words have been hidden in locations that
relate to the word, or that has been described by using only one or two clues.

Pictures below highlight student’s problem-solving clues given about each word’s location and
then repeating and sharing about their foundwords

Learning Intention:

We are reading and learning about vocabulary and their meanings through words found in
books and from the Vocabulary Wall.

Success Criteria:

I can understand that texts convey meaning. I can respond meaningfully to texts.
I can interpret and use data to make decisions.
I can use the position location and movement of myself and objects for a purpose.



PRESCHOOL

 Respect & Perseverance 
 Respect & Perseverance 

Learning Intention:

We are learning about how we can join in and be supported in our transitions to Junior Primary
through exploring new songs together with actions.

Success Criteria:

I can respond to sounds and patterns in music.
I can use the movement of myself for a purpose.I can understand what has been communicated.
I can use data as part of my everyday routine.

Learning Context: 

Students had their first transitional visit to the Junior Primary class last Tuesday. Together, we
have been discovering what to do in the classroom, pairing up with friends and learning some
new songs for our concert. Mrs. Mitchell handed out some sheet music for us to learn and
practice with, providing instructions on how to sing and the actions involved.

Pictures below highlight our learning with Mrs. Mitchell and Kiara.
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Hi everyone! Welcome to Term 4 of 2023! Here ismy latest PCW update.

Kimochis Go to Kindy!

Since Term 2, the Kimochi characters have visited our preschool students regularly on Tuesday
mornings. During each visit, myself and preschool teacher Steven act out scenarios relating to
the student’s social experiences at kindy with Kimochi characters Cloud, Bug and
Huggtopus.They have begun to learn how they can respond appropriately when they are mad,
how they can put a brave feeling in front of their other feelings and that are times to be silly
and times to be serious. They have also started to learn how to identify how they and their
peers are feeling each visit with the help of the Kimochis feelings chart.

World Teachers Day

Last Friday was World Teachers Day for 2023.To celebrate Mrs. Illman andMrs. Mitchell, all of
the students helped me to sign giant cards for both our teachers and give them chocolates
and flowers. Penola Lions Club also contributed by bringing in some cakes for both our
teachers to enjoy last Friday.
By taking up the opportunity to acknowledge World Teachers Day, our students learn how to
give gifts, building up their social skills, and that they can give back to their educators to show
their gratitude.
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SCHOOL NEWS

School fees (Materialsand Services) have been set at $287.00 per student for the 2024
schoolyear. The ‘watermarked notice’ (approval from the Department of Education) has been
received. All parents will be invited tothe next Governing Council meeting (date to be
advised)where the proposed fee is to be approved.

Please find a copy of the watermarked ‘notice’ below. In lieu of attendance at the Governing
Council meeting, parents can express their views in writing tothe Governing Council
Chairperson – Sandy Dowling.
Schools fees are due by the end of TERM 1, 2024. We will offer payment plans. If you wish to
applyfor School Card, we encourageyou to do it as early as possible,preferably online.

SCHOOL FEES 2024
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SCHOOL NEWS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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TERM 4 PLANNER


