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2026 TERM DATES

Term 1 
27th Jan - 10th April

Term 2
27th April - 3rd July

Term 3 
20th July - 25th September

Term 4 
12th October - 13th
December

IMPORTANT DATES

Week 0

Jan 22  & Jan 23  Staff
onsite

nd rd

Week 1
Mon 26  Jan Public Holidayth

Tue 27  Jan School &
Preschool resume

th

As we bring 2025 to a close, it is a pleasure to reflect on what has been a jam-packed year at
Nangwarry Primary & Preschool. Our students have enjoyed a wonderful range of opportunities
and experiences that have contributed to their growth, connection, and development. From the
Story Dogs program and our action-packed Upper Primary Camp, to hands-on Bunnings
incursions and the engaging National Simultaneous Story Time, our learners have been kept busy
and inspired throughout the year.

Students jumped into muddy fun on Mud Day, explored change in our local environment through
Walking the Seasons, and developed important road safety skills during our Millicent Road Traffic
excursion. The year also brought us together as a community for our much-loved School Concert,
the respectful observance of Remembrance Day, and plenty of enjoyment during pool and water
play excursions. Every event has given our students opportunities to learn, connect, and grow—
making 2025 a year to remember for everyone involved.

Concert & Celebrations
Our annual School Concert was a standout highlight, showcasing student perseverance, talent,
and teamwork. The turnout from families and the broader community was fantastic. A special
thank you to Luci for her wonderful BBQ efforts, the Governing Council for selling drinks, and for
being Santa's helpers to make the night extra special.

We also celebrated important milestones with our Preschool and Year 6 graduations, as well as
the presentation of student achievement awards:

Dinnison Family Student Merit Award: Gretchen Semler
RSL Student Work Ethic Award: Spencer Lloyd
2025 McKillip Award for Growth in Learning: Lilly Barry

Thank you to our students, staff, presenters, sponsors, and community for helping us recognise
and celebrate these achievements.



FROM THE PRINCIPAL CONT.
Preschool & Year 6 Graduation
Congratulations to our graduating Preschool students: Benjamin, Seth, Delilah, Hudson, and
Winnie. We are so proud of your growth and wish you every success as you begin Primary school!
Remember, your Preschool Super Powers will take you far!
Congratulations to Amelia, our graduating Year 6 student. We are immensely proud of your
achievements and know you will continue to display our school values of Respect & Perseverance
in all your future endeavours.

Staffing Update
As we look forward to 2026, I would like to acknowledge some staffing changes. At this time,
staffing arrangements are still in the process of being finalised, and further information will be
communicated to families as soon as possible.

The positive atmosphere and dedication of our staff have played a crucial role in our school
community, helping students develop resilience and confidence in what is often an ever-changing
world. Our team’s commitment to every learner’s wellbeing and growth has been especially valued
this year.

Congratulations to Zoe on her successful appointment to Millicent North Primary School. On behalf
of our entire community, I sincerely thank Zoe for her dedicated support and guidance of our
Junior Primary students, the positive relationships she has built, and the tremendous difference she
has made in our school. We wish her every success and happiness in her new role.

We are pleased to announce that Stuart Miller will be returning to Nangwarry Primary & Preschool.
I will be onsite for the hand-over and transition period until the end of Week 3, Term 1 next year,
supporting a smooth start for students, families, and staff.

Heartfelt Thanks & Christmas Wishes
I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to our families, volunteers, Governing Council, and
community members for your ongoing encouragement, involvement, and support throughout this
eventful year. We are truly fortunate to have such a strong, positive community spirit at Nangwarry.
I feel honoured and very proud to have been a part of this community. Thank you for your
willingness to welcome me and for making me feel a valued part of the Nangwarry family.

From all of us at Nangwarry Primary & Preschool, we wish you and your loved ones a safe, relaxing,
and joyful Christmas and New Year. We look forward with excitement to what 2026 will bring, and
to continuing our partnership in support of our students’ ongoing growth and happiness.

Warm regards,
 Gaynor Arthurson
 Acting Principal



GOVERNING COUNCIL

CHAIRPERSON REPORT
Another fantastic year at Nangwarry Primary School!

Thank you to Tamara Lloyd, Nor, Maryanne and Kerralee for all your help on the Governing Council
this year. 

We have thoroughly enjoyed putting on special lunch days for the children, and the Lucky Squares
fundraiser was a great success. 

The school grounds are looking fabulous, and it has been wonderful to see our students enjoying
the improvements.

As we come to the end of the year, I’d like to extend my gratitude to all the teachers for their hard
work and dedication. 

A very special thank you goes to Gaynor Arthurson for her outstanding commitment as Acting
Principal, your leadership has made such a positive difference in just three short Terms.
It has been a joy to see our students out in the community, making us proud with their lovely
behaviour and curious minds.

We hope you all have a happy and safe holiday break, and we look forward to seeing everyone
back next year.

Merry Christmas to you all!
Sandy Dowling, Governing Council Chairperson



SCHOOL CONCERT

2025 CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our 2025 School Concert was a standout event once again, bringing joy, creativity, and a
wonderful sense of community to Nangwarry Primary & Preschool.

Families and friends enjoyed spending time in classrooms before the concert, viewing students’
work and celebrating the learning that has taken place throughout the year. It was a great way
for everyone to see the effort and progress our students have made.

A big thank you to Luci for cooking up a fantastic BBQ, and to all who supported the evening.
Thank you also to our Governing Council for organising the raffle and congratulations to our
winners, Catherine Wheeler and Mason Qurrell.

Every performance on the night was fantastic, showcasing the hard work and confidence of our
students and staff. It was truly a night to remember!



SCHOOL CONCERT



2025 SCHOOL AWARDS

2025 RECIPENTS 
We were proud to present our local awards this year, recognising students for their effort, growth,
and achievements across a range of areas.

A heartfelt thank you to our generous donors Kevin and Cheryle Dinnison, the Penola and
Coonawarra RSL, and MP Nick McBride, Member for MacKillop for their ongoing support of our
school and students. Their contributions help make these awards possible and deeply meaningful.



EXCURSION

ROAD SAFETY SESSION
Our students recently visited the Road Safety Centre, where they took part in a hands-on road
safety program. 

Before attending, they watched a short video featuring Jeff the Road Safety Dog, introducing key
messages such as safe places to play, crossing the road safely, passenger and bike safety, using
public transport, and when to call triple zero.

On the day, students watched a series of road safety videos and then joined a presentation to
help them understand the traffic controls on the mock roadway. 

They finished with practical cycling and pedestrian activities, putting their learning into action.

It was a valuable and engaging experience for all students.



EXCURSION

MILLICENT PLAYGROUND



2025 GRADUATING STUDENT

AMELIA BARNES POTTER
Our Year 6 student, Amelia Barnes Potter, celebrated her graduation in style with a movie and a
special dinner.

It was a wonderful way to acknowledge her hard work and achievements throughout her primary
years.

Here are a couple of photos from Amelia’s journey from starting Preschool to graduating Year 6. 

We wish her all the very best as she begins her high school adventure at Penola High School.



WATER PLAY

FUN IN THE SUN



COOKING

CHRISTMAS COOKING



BUNNINGS VISIT

CHRISTMAS GIFTS



SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS

BUSHFIRE


