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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to the 2026 school year at Nangwarry Primary & Preschool! | hope you all enjoyed a

IMPORTANT DATES

Week 6

March 2 - March 6
It has been wonderful to see students returning from the break, eager to reconnect with friends, Swimming.

restful summer and are feeling refreshed and ready for the exciting learning opportunities ahead.

teachers, and their learning.
Week 7
Mon 9 Public Holiday.

Tue 10 Clean Up Australia
across our school and preschool. As | walk through classrooms and out in the yard, | am delighted Day.

In just five short weeks, there has already been a tremendous amount of activity and engagement

to see students participating enthusiastically and staff providing rich learning experiences. There NAPLAN

is a real atmosphere of curiosity and positivity as we settle into the year.
Week 8

March 16 RAA Incursion.
| would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families joining us this year. We are March 20 Harmony Day.
delighted to have you as part of our school community and look forward to getting to know you.

Along with our new students and families, | am pleased to welcome Andy Watt, Jen Miller, and Kay Week 9 . :
March 24 Bunnings Incursion

Elven to our staff team for 2026. March 26 GC AGM 8:45AM.

Our school day begins promptly at 8:55am, with Breakfast Club opening each morning at 8:30am. WA E(E)
March 31 - April | Learning

Conversations.
a great way to settle in and prepare for learning. April 2 Sports Day.

April 3 Good Friday Public
Just a reminder: even missing 15 minutes of learning each morning can add up to almost 10 days of ~ FSLIEENE

All students are welcome to come along and enjoy something to eat or drink to start their day—it's

school missed over the course of the year. Arriving on time is especially important, as our morning week I
literacy block provides essential foundations for reading, writing, and communication. April 6 Easter Monday Public

Holiday.
April 10 Last Day of term

Governing Council News P
dismissal 2:15PM.

The Governing Council plays a vital role in supporting our school and strengthening the
partnership between families, staff, and the wider community. The council is comprised of
dedicated parent representatives, staff, and community members who collaborate to help shape
our school’s direction and ensure the best outcomes for all students.

A reminder that our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Thursday, 26 March 2026 at 2026 TERM DATES
8:45am. All are welcome, and we encourage new members to nominate for the committee. Please
ensure your Working with Children Checks are current, and you will need to complete RAN fraining  [ESSSES
as this is a legislative requirement to attend Governing Council meetings. 27th Jan - 10th April

Term 2
27th April - 3rd July

| ACKNOWLEDGE M ON =) =, 20th July - 25th September

BOANDIK
COUNTRY @:_ December




FROM THE PRINCIPAL CONT.

All positions for Governing Council in 2026 are open for nominations. If you are interested in
joining this passionate and dedicated group, please contact a current council member or the
school front office for more information.

Swimming Program

Swimming will be held next week. Please ensure all students arrive on site on time during Week 6,
as the bus will be departing at approximately 9:15am. Remember to pack a towel and extra
snacks, as students tend to be hungrier after swimming.

NAPLAN 2026
Our students in Years 3 and 5 will once again participate in NAPLAN assessments online this year.

Year 3 students will complete the writing task using paper and pencil. All other tested areas will
be completed online.

Assessments will take place in Weeks 7 and 8 this term.

To help our students prepare and to test our IT systems, a trial assessment was held on Tuesday,
24 February. Year 3 and 5 students completed a 45-minute practice test covering both literacy
and numeracy.

Upcoming Events - Term 1

Clean Up Australia Day: Week 7

RAA Incursion (Road and Bus Safety): Week 8
Learning Conversations and Sports Day: Week 10

Thank you for your ongoing support. If you have any questions or would like further information,
please don't hesitate to get in touch.

We look forward to your continued participation in our school community.

Gaynor Arthurson
Acting Principal



UPPER PRIMARY

MATHEMATICS

Learning Context:

This term, students in Years 3 to é have been building their understanding of number and place
value through a range of engaging activities. Year 3 and 4 students have focused on addition
and subtraction strategies, including the use of number lines, algorithms, and place value. While
Year 5 and & students have explored multiplication and division concepts alongside number and
place value revision. Our classroom routines and expectations in mathematics have been
consistently reinforced to ensure all students are learning at their own level, with opportunities for
extension and targeted re-teaching as required. Learning experiences are hands-on, with daily
use of manipulatives such as dice and MAB blocks, 100 charts and multiplication arrays, when
needed. Lessons are revisited through daily reviews, practising strategies via maths mentals and
challenges. Students also enhance their skills and independence using Maths Online and maths
games played with their peers.

Learning Intention:

We are learning to use a variety of strategies and materials to solve mathematical problems
involving number and place value, and operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division), so that we can confidently explain and apply our thinking in different contexts.

Success Criteria:
Select and use appropriate strategies (such as number line, algorithms, or place value, area
models) to solve mathematical problems.

Use hands-on materials like dice and MAB blocks to represent and solve problems.

Explain thinking and reasoning when solving addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division
problems.

Participate in daily reviews and maths challenges to practise and extend my skills.
Use Maths Online to practise and apply strategies independently.
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UPPER PRIMARY

HISTORY EXCURSION

Learning Context
Year 3-6 students joined with Kalangadoo students to take part in a Parliament Session
experience. Students explored the roles within Parliament, including Speaker, Clerk, Electors,
Scrutineers, and Members of Parliament. They participated in a mock election and parliamentary
debate, developing their understanding of Australia’s democratic process.

Following this, students visited the Rail Lands for lunch before becoming the first children to
participate in the Children’s History Walk and provide feedback to the Mount Gambier Library.
Students explored significant local landmarks including the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre, the Old
Fire Station, and the Blue Blob. Throughout the day, students asked thoughtful questions, explored
historical sites, and connected their learning to the local community.

Learning Intention

We are learning to:

Understand how Australia’s parliamentary system works.

Identify and explain different roles within a democratic process.
Participate respectfully in debates and voting processes.

Explore and appreciate the history and significance of local landmarks.
Ask questions and make connections between past and present.

Success Criteria

Describe key roles in a parliamentary session (e.g., Speaker, Clerk, Electors, Scrutineers, MPs).
Explain how voting and debates are conducted in Parliament.

Participate respectfully and confidently in a mock election or debate.

Share facts about local landmarks such as the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre, Old Fire Station, and
Blue Blob.

Reflect on what we learned about democracy and our local community.



UPPER PRIMARY
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UPPER PRIMARY

HISTORY EXCURSION




UPPER PRIMARY
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
WITH MRS. MILLER

Learning Context:

In Design and Technology, we have then learnt about annotated diagrams and how they are
important as they clearly explain and communicate ideas by combining diagrams with written
information in the form of labels and annotations. Annotated diagrams will form an important part
of our Design and Technology learning for the rest of the year as students plan their own designs.

Learning Intention:
We are learning to create an annotated diagram to show details about how an object is made and

works.

Success Criteria:

Draw an accurate diagram of an object.

Add labels to each important part of the object.

Add annotations to explain parts of the object and how they work.




UPPER PRIMARY

P.E.
WITH MRS. MILLER

Learning Context:
With Sports Day scheduled to be held during Week 10, on Thursday, April the 2™ 2026 we are
spending the term becoming familiar with and practising for the various Sports Day events.

Learning Intention:

We are learning about Sports Day by learning the rules of each event, practising and developing
the skills needed for each Sports Day event, working as a tfeam and developing our good
sportsmanship skills.

Success Criteria:
Listen to instructions and follow safety guidelines.
Learn and apply the rules of each Sports Day event.

Actively participate and willing to attempt all practise events.

Listen to and apply feedback.
Cooperate with peers.
Communicate in a positive and supportive manner.

Encourage peers and celebrate their success.




JUNIOR PRIMARY

LITERACY
WITH MR. WATT

Learning Context:

During our writing sessions this term, students have been learning how to make their recounts more
exciting and detailed. We explored how authors use sound words (onomatopoeia) to help readers
hear and imagine events more clearly. Last week, our young writers explored how to bring their
recounts to life by adding exciting sound words. We used whiteboards to practice our ideas before

writing. Instead of simply saying it was raining, they wrote, “The rain went pitter-patter on the

roof.” When describing a trip to the park, students added “whoosh” as they zoomed down the slide
and “bang!” when the gate slammed shut. These onomatopoeic words helped readers hear and
imagine the moment clearly.

Learning Intention:

To write an engaging recount using onomatopoeia (sound words).

Success Criteria:

Retell a real event in sequence (beginning, middle, end).

Include at least one onomatopoeic (sound) word in their recount
Use sound words that match the action or event.




JUNIOR PRIMARY

MATHEMATICS
WITH KAY

Learning Context:

In Weeks 2-4, we have been learning what it takes to become a Mathematician.

Learning Intention:
-Everyone can be a mathematician.
- Mathematicians prove our thinking.

- Mathematicians learn from their mistakes.
- Mathematicians stick at it.

- Mathematicians think deeply.

Success Criteria:
Students will develop the mindset to be a positive mathematician.

Students will understand that everyone can be a mathematician and that everyone uses maths in
different ways in life.

Students will develop their understanding of the importance of sticking at a task, even when it gets
hard, the power of mistakes and the importance of thinking deeply and working collaboratively.

RS



JUNIOR PRIMARY

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
WITH MRS. NEALE

Learning Context:

The last few weeks the JP have been looking into bridges. We have explored the different designs
and different materials they can be build from. We explored why they used different designs for
different purposes and how curves and triangles make them stronger.

We then worked in pairs to design our own bridges. It started as a lego task and after designing
many children wanted to use string, ramps and curves. This meant we changed the material base
to include cardboard, wire and tubes. The cars needed a way on and off the bridge, meaning a
strong ramp had to be built too.

Learning Intention:
| can show my design knowledge to design and build a bridge across water.

Success Criteria:
Build a bridge using LEGO pieces

Make my bridge strong enough to hold a small object (e.g. toy car or counter)

Try different ideas if my bridge falls down
Explain how my bridge works using simple words
Work cooperatively with a partner or group




PRESCHOOL

KAYAK TO THE RESCUE
WITH MRS. MITCHELL

Learning Context

Children develop skills in problem solving, inquiry, experimentation and hypothesising.
Children demonstrate dispositions such as:

Logical and spatial thinking (measuring safe distance from “shore”).

Risk awareness and safety planning.

Fine and gross motor skills.

Communication and negotiation.

Learning Intention

We are learning to engage in collaborative dramatic play involving a kayak rescue mission.
Measure and determine how far to place the kayak from the “shore” to ensure safety.
Problem solve how to catch fish and rescue a turtle.

Broaden vocabulary such as shore, ocean, rescue, distance, measure, shelter, habitat, protect.

Success Criteria

Use measuring tools (tape measure, footsteps, blocks) to determine safe placement.
Explain their thinking about why the kayak needs to be a certain distance from shore.
Use descriptive language to narrate their rescue scenario.

Collaborate and negotiate roles (rescuer, fisher, turtle protector).

Key Inquiry Questions

How far should the kayak be from the shore so no one falls in?
What could happen if it's too close or too far away?

How can we rescue the turtle safely?

What tools do we need to catch fish?



PRESCHOOL

KAYAK TO THE RESCUE
WITH MRS. MITCHELL
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PRESCHOOL

FAIRY BREAD MAKING AND
MIXING POTIONS
WITH MRS. MITCHELL

Learning Context

Preschool students are learning:
Independence and self-help skills.
Sequencing and early numeracy.
Hygiene practices.

Fine motor development.

Shared responsibility.

Vocabulary
spread, sprinkle, smooth, slice, ingredients, recipe, measure
petals, stems, mix, stir, crush, dissolve, float, sink, potion

Inquiry Questions

What comes first in our recipe?

How can we make sure everyone gets a piece?
What happens if we add too many sprinkles?
What can you smell in your potion?

Do the petals float or sink?

What happens when you crush the flowers?

How can we make our potion stronger in colour?

Learning Intentions

We are learning to:

Follow simple steps to prepare fairy bread.

Collect natural materials to create flower potions.

Explore cause and effect through mixing and observing changes.
Develop descriptive language using the senses.

Success Criteria

Children will:

Wash hands before cooking and after outdoor play.

Use tools safely (butter knife, spoons, bowls).

Describe what they see, feel and smell when mixing potions.
Make predictions (“What will happen if we add more petals?”).



PRESCHOOL

FAIRY BREAD MAKING AND
MIXING POTIONS
WITH MRS. MITCHELL




WITH MRS. ARTHURSON

Learning Context

In Weeks 1to 5, we have been exploring AUSLAN, the language of the Australian Deaf community.
Students have learnt to greet each other, sign their names, and count from 110 20 using AUSLAN.
Together, we discovered that AUSLAN is a visual language and that communication happens with
hands, facial expressions, and body movements!

As part of our learning, students discovered that there are two main AUSLAN dialects in Australia:
the Northern and Southern Dialects. Here in South Australia, we use the Southern Dialect.
Students have enjoyed learning signs specific to our region and sharing their new skills with one
another throughout the school day. Many have also enthusiastically asked for more signs and
information about AUSLAN, and it is fantastic to see students using the language outside of

lesson times and confidently beginning simple conversations.

Learning Intention

We are learning to use AUSLAN to communicate by signing greetings, counting from 1to 20, and
introducing ourselves, with an understanding of the Southern Dialect used in South Australia.
Learning Dispositions

Throughout AUSLAN lessons, students have demonstrated:

Enthusiasm and curiosity by eagerly engaging with the language and seeking to learn more.
Persistence in practising new signs and not giving up when faced with challenges.

Confidence by sharing their skills with peers and using AUSLAN outside the classroom.

Respect and empathy by valuing and appreciating the diversity of languages within Australia’s
communities.

Success Criteria

Sign a basic greeting in AUSLAN

Sign my name using AUSLAN finger spelling
Count from 1to 20 in AUSLAN

Begin a simple conversation in AUSLAN

Use AUSLAN signs outside of lessons

Explain which dialect we use in South Australia

Congratulations to all students for showing positive learning dispositions as they take exciting
steps towards learning AUSLAN and sharing their skills with others!



AUSLAN




SCHOOL & COMMUNITY NEWS

BUSHFIRE

PREPARING
FORA
BUSHFIRE

Help us keep your child safe this fire danger season:

k)

— Make a bushfire survival plan Provide your school or

— and practice with your family. - E:ﬁ;hg g::;:ni(:; r{jemi "

Advise your school or

Review who is authorised preschool if your family's

to collect your child on personal bushfire survival

your behalf, plan will impact school
attendance.

: Call the emergency information
Like the CFS, SES and & T p“-’t,l"‘fe 1800 003 i79 "
SAPOL Facebook pages. or information if the school
- or preschool is threatened
by a bushfire,

|dentify your local radio Y Read and save the '‘Bushfire
station that broadcasts ‘ and your child's school or
emergency information. preschool’ brochure.

To access the Bushfire and your child's school or preschool brochure, = LU
search 'bushfire information’ on the Department for Education website: Depestment fou Edhicaiion
www.education.sa.gov.au




